ALLEN AVENUE GREEN SANCTUARY MOVEMENT

By Sally Breen

It all began so innocently.  In 1994, I read about the Seventh Principle Project, a Unitarian Universalist interfaith environmental education organization,  which published a handbook, The Green Sanctuary Handbook, to provide inspiration, basic instructions, and contacts for further information,   It intrigued me because, at the time, our church was using plastic cups in plastic holders for Sunday morning coffee hour. Each Sunday the trash cans were overflowing with used plastic cups!    

I brought the idea to the Social Action Committee, and we came up with a draft statement which noted that our church was in a state of lime green, but our goal , among other things, was to become a state of mint green by educating our members and to begin using china cups and plates for coffee hour and for potluck dinner.  The board agreed to all our goals, and we declared ourselves, unofficially, a “Green Sanctuary,” and we had the Green Sanctuary sign hung beneath our big church sign beside the road.

It was not until the year 2000 that the UU Seventh Principle Project launched an official Green Sanctuary Program that included a program for Green Sanctuary accreditation.  Rev. Kathryn Jesch was the Director of Environmental Ministry.   Meanwhile, our church had already accomplished most of the items listed for accreditation.  Although other UU churches across the nation became “legally” accredited before our church, Ms. Jesch admitted that our church was actually the very first Green Sanctuary.  We received our actual official accreditation in 2003 at the UUA General Assembly in Boston.

Some of our actions included having a “napkin ingathering,” where the children asked their parents to donate some napkins to the church.  You can see the results at each potluck…a basket of napkins of every hue and shape.  We are dedicated to using china plates, reusable plastic cups, and, as our church mission statement reads, “walk with care on this Earth.”

The Green Earth Committee is actively engaged in Green  Sanctuary re-accreditation, and working with the Maine Audubon Society and others to encourage grocery shoppers to bring their own cloth bags to the grocery stores in an effort to stop the use of plastic bags.  As well our Share the Plate donations for Project FEED, a food pantry, are being used to provide cloth bags to the pantry clients, thereby potentially saving well over 7000 paper and plastic bags over a year’s time. 

