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BRING OUR WAR $$ HOME

Emotions run deep as the ocean when topics of war and politics become involved.  As with the ocean, those emotions can be pulled to and fro as the turning of the tides.  Those emotions can be based so deeply in past experiences as to be as invisible as the underwater ocean currents.  Those emotions can be as turbulent as the ocean in the fury of a hurricane, or as calm as an ocean bay on a moonlit night.  

Are the people in Windham, and our Town Council in particular, choosing to allow emotions to overrule reason when the topics are war and politics?  Is it not clear that we, in reality, are living in the tsunami that is the aftermath of war expenditures taking precedence over human and environmental needs?

I see articles in the newspapers; teachers fear for their jobs as budgets are cut. I hear the stories from my friends and acquaintances as many have lost their jobs or fear losing their jobs. I read almost daily of budget cuts for some social program that cares of the less fortunate among us.  I read about budget cuts for youth programs, those very youth that we count on to someday be the leaders of our nation. I see the “for sale” signs sprouting along the roads I travel, and wonder who in that household has lost a job that forces them to move from this little piece of heaven, a state named Maine.  I speak about it at Windham Town Council meetings where one councilor who was later interviewed said she could barely stand to listen to the message. 

A state-wide coalition of peace groups that include Peace Action Maine, Veterans for Peace, Bridges for Peace, Brunswick PeaceWorks, and others has come together this year with a campaign called, “Bring Our War $$ Home.”  Our first effort succeeded as we focused on making it safe for our Representatives in the US Congress, Rep. Chellie Pingree and Rep. Mike Michaud, to vote “no” on the $33 billion supplemental war funding which ultimately passed a few weeks ago.  But the vote on that bill, 308 vs. 114, shows that representatives across the nation are hearing and responding to their constituents—Bring Our War $$ Home.

As Lisa Savage, a teacher in Solon, Maine, and an active member of the campaign, writes in a letter to the editor published in the Waterville Morning Sentinel on August 7, 2010:  “Each Maine family of four has contributed an average of $10,000 to these wars, with no end in sight.” 

Today the US is pretending to withdraw its forces from Iraq, while leaving 50,000 combat troops in place until the end of 2011.   Meanwhile, as Lisa Savage further writes, “We are leaving behind the largest fortified embassy ever constructed, and thousands of private contractors paid by taxpayers. Most of the soldiers who leave Iraq head to Afghanistan. U.S. State Department employees left behind in Iraq will have their own military units for the first time in history, expensive private armies.”  All paid for with our tax $$.

This week, Code Pink, an organization of gutsy women, sent a report that proves the message is gaining a momentum that will at last reach our elected officials.   A large crowd gathered at the Greek Theater in Los Angeles heard the phrase and began spontaneously shouting, “Bring Our War $$ Home.”  In addition, Los Angeles Mayor Villagarosa, heard about the campaign, and said he is totally behind it. As head of the National Conference of Mayors, he will add it to their platform.  

As peace organizations across the US join in the campaign to Bring Our War $$ Home, the task before us is to convince the rest of Congress to follow the lead of Representatives Pingree and Michaud.   Then, perhaps, Windham and Maine will have the funds needed for human and environmental needs.  

I call upon our Windham leaders to connect the dots between the ongoing budget cuts and the exorbitant military expenses in the Iraqi and Afghanistan wars. I urge them to join me in calling upon our elected officials in Washington to Bring Our War $$ Home.

