ALLEN AVENUE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH

GREEN SANCTUARY PROJECT

MISSION STATEMENT

The Allen Avenue Unitarian Universalist Green Sanctuary is a project of the Social Action Committee whose mission is to facilitate and support the work of Unitarian Universalists by affirming and promoting “respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.”  We do this by focusing on the spiritual and ethical aspects of human activities that affect the health and sustainability of the living Earth.  

AREA I:  ENERGY CONSERVATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL PRACTICES:

1) Use china cups and durable plastic glasses for coffee hour and meetings.  Discourage use of any throw-away items.

2) We have input into Building and Grounds decisions to keep focus on Green Sanctuary.

3) Facilitated the youth group selling compact fluorescent light bulbs December 2001.  

4)  Maine Interfaith Power and Light chose our church to hold a huge press event to announce the availability of two sources of green power in Maine.  One is the availability to buy a Green Tag for $20 that will replace 1,000 KwH of “brown” electricity with “green” electricity.  Another is the availability of green power being produced here in Maine by small hydro dams and biomass.  The Social Action committee has agreed to purchase 7 Green Tags.  Working with the finance committee to try to get our church to buy all their electricity from green producers in Maine.

5) Installed a bike rack to encourage bike riding to church.

6) Hosted an energy and alternative transportation fair on November 10, 2002 that was sponsored by the Maine Council of Churches.   Very successful.  Some of our members say they are now looking into purchasing cars that use alternative forms of energy for their next car purchase.  We got good press coverage in the local newspaper and some television coverage as well.

7) Our sexton uses environmentally safe cleaning products.

8) We sent out information to all board members in 2001 about home energy audits.

9) In September 2003, participated in an all-day workshop at an environmental institute, Chewonki, where we made plans for “green” activities during the year.  

10) Some of the members of our church volunteer at the Common Ground Fair each fall.  This is the largest organic farming fair in the nation.  

11) Several years ago, we hosted a bird-house building event that lasted all day.  Twenty-two blue bird houses were built and ushered into the community.  A speaker from Audubon Society provided a slide show about back-yard birds.  Lots of fun.

12) Several years ago, we hosted a speaker about organic gardening.

13) In November 2003, we facilitated a free church energy audit which will be used by the Building and Grounds Committee for purchasing energy efficient products.

14) Held a forum on January 26, 2003 about green energy now available in Maine.

15) May 2004:  Youth group donated their entire yearly budget of $200 to assure our members would vote for the church to sign up for green power.

16) May 2004:  At church annual meeting, church members voted that our church should sign up to begin using green power.

17) Several members of the committee are involved in nuclear disarmament on an ongoing basis through Peace Action Maine and Physicians for Social Responsibility and the Maine Council of Churches.  Nuclear weapons and war are the ULTIMATE in environmental destruction.

18) The Social Action committee endorsed Smart Security, an effort by Physicians for Social Responsibility calling for the abolishment of nuclear weapons.  This was later endorsed by the A2U2 Church Board of Directors.  

19) Often our members march behind our Social Action banner to protest war.  War and nuclear weapons are the ULTIMATE in environmental destruction.

20) In 2004, as one of their commitments to protecting the environment, the RE Department provided big sturdy cloth shopping bags for sale.  

21) In 2005, held a forum entitled “Extinguish the Light” presented by the Earth Care Team’s Director, Christine James.  This power point presented detailed some of the animals and plants that are now extinct, and ended with some ideas of what we can do to stop the massive extinction now ongoing on our planet.

22) Some of our church youth participated in the “Fools No More” Parade on April 1, 2005 that began the Peace Action Maine effort to encourage environmentally sustainable economy—one not based on military contracts.

23) In 2005, wrote an article published in a local newspaper about the finite supply of oil, and that focused on why it is crucial to move beyond the use of oil, and why the time is now to get serious about using renewable resources.

24) In 2006, helped compose an op-ed article for a local newspaper calling for immediate attention to the harmful affects of global warming in Maine.  

25) Helped plan and implement the Sustainable Maine Conference held in Farmington, Maine March 19, 2006.  Over 200 people have registered.  Facilitated the workshop on Green Sanctuaries.

26) In 2006-2007, working with Physicians for Social Responsibility and Peace Action Maine on an energy conference to be held at USM in Portland.

27) In 2006, facilitated a meeting with a solar representative to discuss the possibilities of solar power for Allen Avenue.  A report shows that there are possibilities with a reasonable payback time.  

28) July 2007:  Worked with Environment Northeast to provide a meeting with the Windham, ME Town Planning Committee and presented a workshop to the Town Council to discuss how they might become more environmentally aware as well as save the taxpayers money.

29) In 2008, established a ride-share program for Sunday services.

AREA II:  Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

1) Stopped using plastic cups for coffee hour and meetings.  Now use china cups.

2) Stopped using paper napkins.  In 2001, we had an initiative for the youth to bring in cloth napkins and we had an “ingathering” of cloth napkins.  Now when we set the tables for potlucks, we have a colorful assortment of cloth napkins on our cloth tablecloths.

3) Our church sponsors a local food co-op, the A2U2 Co-op.  The Co-op by-laws stipulate that more than half the members of the co-op must be church members. Members of the co-op buy in bulk to cut down on packaging.  We are looking into buying our produce locally to cut down on transportation pollution and cost.  The co-op repays the church for use of the church by purchasing items the church needs, such as light-weight six-foot tables.  

4) Several years ago we provided information about recycling batteries.  

5) Provided information on how to recycle items containing mercury.

6) We provide a place for recycling Sunday bulletins.

7) We provide a box for recycling paperboard boxes, recyclable bottles, etc.

8) When we have a large dinner meeting, someone takes the waste home for her/his compost pile.

9) We provide a system for recycling ink cartridges and cell phones that is a fund raiser for the church, as well.

10) Fall 2006, began a series of meetings using the workbook from Northwest Earth Institute, using the book, “Choices for Sustainable Living.”  Well attended.

AREA III:  Church Communication

1) Write letters to legislators about environmental issues such as alternatives fuels and global climate change.

2) We have a “Green Sanctuary” sign under our church sign near a busy street.  Sometimes visitors ask about it, and that gives us a chance to say that our church is actively involved in treating the Earth with respect.

3) Our website has links to important environmental information.

4) Once a month, we have a Social Action table and provide information about environmental issues and issues of environmental justice.

5) Hosted a state-wide meeting in 2002 with Green Sanctuary representatives from the UUA.  

6) Many of our members attended the Fall Gathering with Rev. Fred Small as the theme speaker.  

7) In 2004, began writing an environmental article for a local newspaper on a periodic basis.

8) During every new-member orientation, we do a skit about what it means that our church is a Green Sanctuary, using the “Green Sanctuary” apron and a beany windmill hat (to indicate that we want more use of wind turbines).

9) In 2004 and 2005, had table of “green” products at the church fair.

10) In 2006, had a presentation from a LEED architect about the possibilities of our building a “green building” when we build our new church.

11) In 2006 we facilitated a forum on the use of Maine’s water for commercial purposes.  We had a speaker from each “side of the acquifer.”

12) A member purchased 6 copies of the book by Lester Brown, “Plan B-2.”  Members are reading the book, highlighting the more important passages, then passing the book along to our state senators or other leaders.

13) In 2006, began a series of discussions using the Northwest Earth Institutes book, “Choices for Sustainable Living.”  Some of the attendees are coming from other UU churches.

14) In 2007, presented a Sunday service on the environment

15) In January 2008, presented a Sunday service on global warming

16) In 2008, rejuvenated our Green Sanctuary committee with a new name, Green Earth, and new ideas to draw the church community into Earth-friendly practices. 

AREA IV:  Religious Education

1) Youth brought cloth napkins for church use.

2) We facilitated the youth group selling the compact fluorescent light bulbs in 2001.

3) Sponsored a litter pick up.

4) Planted bulbs

5) Keep bird feeders in the trees surrounding the church.

6) Sponsor trips to the Audubon Society

7) Recycle containers used for Sunday snacks.

8) Created a rainforest in the sanctuary for a Rainforest Celebration Sunday.

AREA V:  Worship

1) Have an Earth Day Celebration Sunday each year.

a. 4/99: “Being Green”

b. 4/00: “Earth Feels the Season’s Joyance”

c. 4/01:  “I Come Into the Peace of Wild Things”

d. 4/02:  “Members of the Community of Earth”

e. 4/04:   Earth Day service by our interim minister

f. 4.06
Green Sanctuary members created the Earth Day Service

2) The church service on November 10, 2002 was on energy conservation, alternative forms of energy and pollution.

3) The ASERELA choir sang, and an ASERELA member told his harrowing story of his escape from the Sudan to the refugee camp in Uganda.  (The flow of refugees is the cause of serious and well-documented environmental hazards.)  

4) In 2006, members of our Green Sanctuary committee were responsible for the Earth Day Service in April.  Some of us later took some of that message to the Norway UU Church.

5) November 2006, one of our members presented the worship service for the Westbrook church and the topic was about Green Sanctuary.

6) In 2006, our minister did an important sermon on water as a spiritual resource.

AREA VI:  Environmental Justice

1) Hosted a speaker on toxics waste in 2001.

2) Facilitated a discussion in 2001 about the issues associated with globalism.

3) Facilitated a discussion in 2003 about green energy

4) In November 2003, we once again hosted ASERELA.  This was a time for celebrating the successes of the schools built in the refugee camp, and an appeal for more help.   When it was learned that they needed a water tank for the school, one of our church members donated the entire $300 for the tank!  The event raised almost $1,000 for ASERELA.

5) In 2004 and 2005 held the annual ASERELA gathering, where we raised money for their on-going needs.

6) In 2007 and 2008,  some of our members are active with the ASERELA group, as they now begin to build a school in Southern Sudan where some of the refugees are returning from the refugee camp in Uganda.
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