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At Allen Avenue Unitarian At Allen Avenue Unitarian At Allen Avenue Unitarian 
Universalist Church, we are Universalist Church, we are Universalist Church, we are 
growing a community that growing a community that growing a community that 

transforms lives through the power transforms lives through the power transforms lives through the power 
of love. We celebrate diversity, of love. We celebrate diversity, of love. We celebrate diversity, 
encourage spiritual growth and encourage spiritual growth and encourage spiritual growth and 

promote social responsibility, as we promote social responsibility, as we promote social responsibility, as we 
walk with care on this earth. We walk with care on this earth. We walk with care on this earth. We 
empower our members to share empower our members to share empower our members to share 

their gifts to build a world of their gifts to build a world of their gifts to build a world of 
compassion, equality and freedom.compassion, equality and freedom.compassion, equality and freedom.   

Design and Layout by Terri Grover Computer Consulting; photography by Richard Kimball 
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Time and Talent PledgeTime and Talent Pledge  

Ç    I have filled out this form previously and do not want to make any 

changes at this time. 

Ç    I have entered my information on ChurchDB (see p. 16 for directions) 

Name (A) Name (B) 

A B  A B  

Ç Ç     Adult Ed Leader  Ç Ç Marching/demonstrating 

Ç Ç Architectural interests Ç Ç Mentoring child/adults 

Ç Ç Arts/graphics  Ç Ç New Member Connections 

Ç Ç     Carpentry/building Ç Ç Office help 

Ç Ç Childcare/babysitting Ç Ç Organizational skills 

Ç Ç Choral music Ç Ç Other performing arts 

Ç Ç Computer skills/data entry Ç Ç Outreach to the Community 

Ç Ç Cooking/baking Ç Ç Photography 

Ç Ç     Crafts/sewing Ç Ç Plumbing 

Ç Ç Electrical work Ç Ç Provide Transportation 

Ç Ç Facilitating Meetings Ç Ç Reader for worship services 

Ç Ç Event setup/cleanup Ç Ç Relig. Ed leader for children 

Ç Ç Financial Management Ç Ç Research 

Ç Ç Fundraiser planning Ç Ç Social Events planning 

Ç Ç Gardening/landscaping Ç Ç Sunday coffee prep/serve 

Ç Ç Good listener/supporter Ç Ç Sunday ushering 

Ç Ç Greeting on Sundays Ç Ç Telephone work 

Ç Ç Instrumental music Ç Ç Writing/documenting 

Ç Ç Interviewing/surveying Ç Ç Youth work 

Ç Ç Lay-led worship Ç Ç Willing to volunteer for an-

other activity:_____________________  Ç Ç Leading games/activities 
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Member/Friend #1 ______________________________________ 
Member/Friend #2 ______________________________________ 

My (our) monthly pledge for the current year (July 1, 2010-June 30, 

2011) is $__________per month. 

 
Signed  ______________________________________________ 

                ______________________________________________ 

I/we will pay by: 

Ç   Check  Ç Cash (in marked envelope) 

Ç Automatic checks from my bank [which I will set up with my bank] 

Ç   Credit/Debit card  

[Please provide current information even if you now pay by card] 

Ç Other ___________________________ 

Credit /Debit Card Information   Ç Master Card    or   Ç Visa 

#_____________________________   Exp. Date_________ 

Ç Proportional Giver (s): Please check this box if you are pledging 2.5% 

or more of your income. See pages 13 and 14 for more information on 

proportional giving. We encourage proportional giving and honor those 

who have made this commitment to our church. 

Please let us know if you need an additional, separate pledge form 

THANK YOU!THANK YOU!  

My (our) Monthly Pledge for the new Fiscal Year 

(July 1, 2011-June 30, 2012) will be 

$ ________ 

per month 

AND My (our) Fair Share dues to UUA/NNED will be:  

$6 per month for member/friend #1 $_________ 

$6 per month for member/friend #2 $_________ 

For a TOTAL PLEDGE EACH MONTH OF $_________ 

Treasure PledgeTreasure Pledge  
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Ȱ) ÁÍ !ÌÌÅÎ !ÖÅÎÕÅ 55ȱȰ) ÁÍ !ÌÌÅÎ !ÖÅÎÕÅ 55ȱ  
The strength of our congregation comes from all of us who bring our 

gifts to our community. When we say, Ȱ) ÁÍ !ÌÌÅÎ !ÖÅÎÕÅ 55ȟȱ we know 

×Å ÁÒÅ ÁÎ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȢ  $ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 

ÓÔÅ×ÁÒÄÓÈÉÐ ÃÁÍÐÁÉÇÎȟ ÌÅÔȭÓ ÔÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ 

ourselves, how we came to this church, and what it means for us to say, 

Ȱ) ÁÍ !ÌÌÅÎ !ÖÅÎÕÅ 55Ȣȱ 

The stewardship campaign is also about raising the resources to 

support our staff, programs, and building. As part of this financial 

effort, we plan to come together, share our thoughts, and continue to 

grow our community. This year we are offering several options to better 

meet your needs: 

¶ Á ȰÃÏÔÔÁÇÅ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȱ ÏÆ ά-ή ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÉÎ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅȭÓ ÈÏÍÅ 

¶ Á ÓÏÍÅ×ÈÁÔ ÌÁÒÇÅÒ ȱÖÉÌÌÁÇÅ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȱ ×ÉÔÈ ÃÈÉÌÄÃÁÒÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ 

¶  an individual personal meeting.  

We encourage you to sign up in the foyer before the meetings begin in 

early March for one of these options.  We look forward to coming 

together with you for this effort. 

Ȱ) ÁÍ !ÌÌÅÎ !ÖÅÎÕÅ 55Ȣȱ 

Sincerely, 

Your 2011 Stewardship Committee 

Jim Peak, Barbara Freeman, Cush Anthony, Clay Atkinson, Sally Kakitis, Sue Malcolm, Carol 

Larson, Elizabeth Rudenberg, Connie Cross, John Howard 
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For You to Think AboutFor You to Think About  

7Å ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄ Á ÌÏÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÓÔÅ×ÁÒÄÓÈÉÐ ÃÏÔÔÁÇÅ 

meetings and from our visioning day in October. Most of us 

are very happy with our A2U2 experience, but we have also 

identified some challenges as well as some possible 

solutions:  

Church members and lay leaders are experiencing 

ȰÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒ ÂÕÒÎ-ÏÕÔȢȱ (Ï× ÃÁÎ ×Å ÂÅÓÔ ÍÉÎÉÍÉÚÅ ÔÈÉÓ 

phenomenon? 

¶ Improve our system of recruiting and training potential 

leaders  

¶ Find incentives for participating and taking more 

responsibility 

¶ Prioritize and reduce the number of activities/programs at 

A2U2 

¶ Establish paid positions to take over some of the routine 

responsibilities that burden volunteers. 

 

Congregants express the desire to find more 

opportunities to interact regularly and to strengthen our 

ties.  

¶ Find ways to better socialize while minimizing work.  

¶ Schedule more potluck gatherings to just socialize 

¶ Re-establish our Circle Suppers 

¶ Have an intergenerational service from time to time. 
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Completing Your PledgeCompleting Your Pledge  

To Our Members and FriendsTo Our Members and Friends  

Please complete both the Treasure pledge and the Time and Talent 

pledge. You might have filled out a Time and Talent pledge in years 

past and if so, your information is now entered into our data base.  You 

can either update your information on the Time and Talent sheet here 

or go directly to ChurchDB yourself if you are an Active Member and 

update it there, saving many volunteer hours. Please check the box on 

the form if you fill in the online form. Directions follow below. 

To Summarize: 

¶ Please include both the Treasure pledge and the Time and Talent 

pledge in your envelope. 

If you have filled out the Time and Talent pledge online in ChurchDB 
(thank you!), please check the box at the top of the paper form. 

To enter your Time and Talent Pledge Online:To enter your Time and Talent Pledge Online:  

Active Members of Allen Avenue UU are encouraged to use 
our online database, ChurchDB. To get to the login page, go to 
our church website, www.a2u2.org.  On the bottom right, 
there is a link to the Membership page. At the top right of that 
page, there is a link to the ChurchDB login page. If you do not 
know your user name or password, click on the yellow button. 
You will receive an email with your user name and password.  
Be sure to login as a Church Member (not Staff/Volunteer)! 
 
Once in the program, click Stewardship on the left side. At the 
top of the page, click Talent. Choose your name and check off 
ÙÏÕÒ ÁÒÅÁÓ ÏÆ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔȢ )ÔȭÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÁÓÙȦ &ÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ 
how to use ChurchDB, please contact Jane Prairie 
(jprairie@myfairpoint.net) or Terri Grover 
(tgrover@maine.rr.com) 
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When does my pledge need to be paid?When does my pledge need to be paid?  

Our fiscal year runs from July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012.Your pledge 

should be paid in full by June 30, 2012.  Earlier is extremely helpful.  

  

How do I pay my pledge?How do I pay my pledge?  

Regular payments provide the church with consistent income. You may 

pay weekly, monthly, or quarterly. We accept checks, credit  or debit 

cards [Visa and MasterCard] and checks sent automatically by your 

bank.  We also accept gifts of stock. If you pay by check, be sure to indi-

cate "pledge" on the memo line of your checks. 

  

I give cash for the offering on Sunday. How will A2U2 know I give cash for the offering on Sunday. How will A2U2 know 

that I am paying my pledge?that I am paying my pledge?  

Cash for your pledge should be put in an envelope, labeled with your 

name and phone number and marked Ȱ0ÌÅÄÇÅȢȱ All other cash offerings 

ÁÒÅ ÓÈÁÒÅÄ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÃÈÁÒÉÔÉÅÓȢ 7Å ×ÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÙÏÕÒ 

cash offering applies to your pledge unless you clearly specify this. 

RECORD of my/our 7/1/2010 ɀ 6/30/2011  

Pledge Commitment 

$________/month including Fair Share,  

which I will be paying via 

Ç Check Ç Cash 

Ç Automatic checks from my bank, which I will set up with 

my bank 

Ç Credit/Debit Card using   Ç Master Card or Ç Visa 

 Ç Other _________________ 

Allen Avenue 

Untarian Universalist Church 

Please be sure to fill in and return your pledge Please be sure to fill in and return your pledge 

form by the March 31form by the March 31stst
  deadline.deadline.  

The form below is for your records. Please submit the form on p. 17. 
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We desire stronger links between the Religious 

Education program and the congregation and wish to 

find ways for Rev. Myke to spend more time with our 

young people. 

¶ Improve communication between DRE and church 

committees 

¶ Establish process so youth can share ideas, offer advice, 

and participate in planning congregational programs and 

activities 

¶ Help Rev. Myke find ways to spend time with young 

people on a regular basis, even at the expense of 

involvement elsewhere. 

Please give these ideas some thought and share yours at our 

Cottage and Village meetings! 

 

Coming of Age 2010 
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I am Allen Avenue UU     

 

Minty HyslopMinty Hyslop  
 

Many years ago I chanced on a statement of Arthur Rubenstein's: "I 

have found that if you love life, life will love you back."  That is so 

profoundly simple, and remarkably practical.  But I often forget, and 

wander into all sorts of unloving distractions.  I need help.  That help 

comes at A2U2 through the example of people who share themselves 

lovingly in so many waysɂthrough committees, in personal acts of 

caring and giving, by the witness of their focused presence. 
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How our goal of $255,000 breaks downHow our goal of $255,000 breaks down    

Find Yourself!  

Monthly Pledge Amounts  

Income 10% 5% 2.50% 

$10,000  $83 $42 $21 

$20,000  $167  $83 $42 

$30,000  $250  $125  $63 

$40,000  $333  $167  $83 

$50,000  $417  $208  $104  

$60,000  $500  $250  $125  

$70,000  $583  $292  $146  

$80,000  $667  $333  $167  

$90,000  $750  $375  $188  

$100,000  $833  $417  $208  

  Note:  The UUA often suggests that congregants consider a quarter -

tithe (2.5%) pledge. Some  A2U2 members are stretching toward a half -

tithe (5%) and even a full -tithe (10%)! These suggestions are referred to as 

Proportional Giving.  

33%

29%

16%

6%

10%
6%

Where does my pledge go? Worship & Music

Lifespan Religious 
Education

Community Within

Denominational 
Connections

Outreach and Social 
Action

Rental Costs



Page 14 
Allen Avenue 

Unitarian Universalist Church 

I am a member of A2U2.  Am I expected to renew and I am a member of A2U2.  Am I expected to renew and 

pledge each year in order to maintain my membership?pledge each year in order to maintain my membership?  

Yes. When you become a member of A2U2 you accept the responsibil-

ity of supporting our church as generously as you can. With your pledge 

you join the rest of our community in sustaining our staff, our pro-

grams, and the space in which we worship and work together.  

How much does it cost the church How much does it cost the church 

to have me as a member or to have me as a member or 

friend?friend?  

We pay a "fair share" contribution of $73 

for each member of our church to the 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) 

and the Northern New England District 

(NNED). And that does not begin to pay 

what it costs to sustain our church, its 

staff, and all its programs. In fact, in the 

current fiscal year it costs $830 per day 

to operate the church and all its pro-

grams. As members and friends of the 

church family, we need to support our 

spiritual home generously so that its 

doors remain open and its programs and 

activities continue to thrive.   

How much should I pledge?How much should I pledge?  

From a spiritual perspective, your pledge should matter ɀ both to you 

and to the congregation. Please look over the chart on the next page 

and find a level that reflects the importance of A2U2 in your life. This 

chart shows you how you can figure out  a proportional giving model 

for pledging. People determine their pledge level in many different 

ways: by considering a percentage of their income, by making a per-

centage increase each year, by equating it to a significant item in their 

monthly budget. Pledges are the fiscal foundation for the coming year at 

Allen Avenue. Thus, your commitment to full payment is as important 

as the pledge itself. 

Page 7 
Allen Avenue 

Untarian Universalist Church 

I am Allen Avenue UU 

 

Dick Hall and Carol HaydenDick Hall and Carol Hayden  

 
/ÕÒ ÍÁÒÒÉÁÇÅ ÂÅÇÁÎ ÁÔ !Ψ5Ψ ÉÎ Χίήίȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÔȭÓ ÂÅÅÎ Á Ȱ,ÏÖÅ &ÅÁÓÔȱ ÅÖÅÒ 

since. We learn how to love one another, as well as those with whom we 

ÈÁÖÅ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓȢ )ÓÎȭÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÈÅ ËÉÎÄ ÏÆ ×ÏÒÌÄ ×Å ×ÉÓÈ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅ ÉÎȩ 7ÈÉÌÅ 

sharing our time, talents and treasures, we have made lasting 

friendships. And we continue to grow and develop those spiritual values 

that guide our lives.  We feel we are entrusted and responsible for the 

care and growth of this beloved community. Our pledge is definitely an 

investment in the work of the church, both within and outside its 

ÂÏÕÎÄÁÒÉÅÓȢ #ÁÎ ÙÏÕ ÉÍÁÇÉÎÅ Á ×ÏÒÌÄ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ !Ψ5Ψȩ 7Å ÃÁÎȭÔȦ  
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I am Allen Avenue UU 

Patrick, Eliza and Anne BureauPatrick, Eliza and Anne Bureau  

 
Patrick and I were motivated to become members when our daughter 

Eliza started asking about religion and wanting to attend church like her 

peers at school.  We are members because we identify with the UU be-

lief that there is value in every religion and that doing good and helping 

others is rewarding and helps our family, our community, and our 

world!  We feel connected to A2U2 and to the members here; we have 

made wonderful friends and are invested in the future of the Church. 
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Frequently Asked QuestionsFrequently Asked Questions  
 

What does Stewardship mean?What does Stewardship mean?  

Stewardship is the means by which we nurture and care for our church 

and congregation. Each spring our Stewardship Committee encourages 

us to consider the extent to which we will contribute our financial 

resources, time, and talent for the support of A2U2. 

  

What is a pledge?What is a pledge?  

Each year we are asked to renew our covenant with each other by 

making two pledges to fuel our mission. One is our financial (or 

TreasureɊ ÐÌÅÄÇÅȟ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ ÓÔÁÆÆȟ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓȢ 

The other is a service (or Time and Talent) pledge by which we resolve to 

volunteer in service to our community. The other Frequently Asked 

questions below refer primarily to your financial pledge. Please 

complete and sign both the Treasure and the Time and Talent pledge 

forms at the end of this booklet (or, if you are an Active Member, 

complete the Talent portion online at ChurchDB). 

) ÁÔÔÅÎÄ !Ψ5Ψ ÆÁÉÒÌÙ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÂÕÔ )ȭÍ ÎÏÔ Á ÍÅÍÂÅÒȢ !Í ) ) ÁÔÔÅÎÄ !Ψ5Ψ ÆÁÉÒÌÙ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÂÕÔ )ȭÍ ÎÏÔ Á ÍÅÍÂÅÒȢ !Í ) 

obligated to make a pledge?obligated to make a pledge?  

Although you are under no obligation to make either a financial or 

service pledge, many non-member friends choose to contribute 

financially through pledging to support the church. In addition, we 

welcome you to contribute your service through committee work, 

helping at church events and on workdays. 
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I am Allen Avenue UU 

 

Jacob and Isaac MersonJacob and Isaac Merson  
 

A2U2 is a place where we are free to express our ideas and be ourselves. 

Whether it means supporting a new political party or learning about 

Jainism, at A2U2 we have a community that supports us and lets us 

broaden our horizons while also being a little goofy. We can get in 

touch with our spirituality without sacrificing our right to think and 

question the world around us. Finally, A2U2 is a place of safety we can 

go no matter how crazy our lives get, a place we know our ideas and 

ÖÁÌÕÅÓ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÊÕÄÇÅÄȢ 
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I am Allen Avenue UU 

 

Steve Harris and John HowardSteve Harris and John Howard  

  

When we see how much love and creativity and work happens around 

Allen Avenue UU, how can we not want to be a part of it? Life is a gift, 

but living creatively and with purpose is a choice, and we choose here 

because Allen Avenue UU is us. 
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I am Allen Avenue UU 

 

Pam JacksonPam Jackson  
 

 
I first came to Allen Ave UU church to find a church which encouraged 

spirituality and exploration rather than a specific set of beliefs. All my 

yoga background and study means that I appreciate Eastern philosophy 

deeply.  I continue to come now because I enjoy Myke's thoughtful 

sermons, I enjoy singing with the choir and small groups, and because 

at this point it's an important part of my community.  
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I am Allen Avenue UU 

 

Diana Wilson,  Ben and Kathy Neddeau Diana Wilson,  Ben and Kathy Neddeau   

  

We come to A2U2 to reinforce our values, to be a part of this spiritual 

community and to have FUN! 


