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EARTH SPEAKS

By Sally Breen

Not a Question of If, but when the Paradigm Shift?
Peak oil seems not to be in the news these days, but $4.00 a gallon gasoline is certainly big news.  It’s an old story, really.  You know, supply and demand?  When demand outstrips supply, it ain’t a pretty picture.  And here we are!

The big question now is, “When will the United States leaders in Washington D.C. get the picture—the one they don’t want to deal with?”  Well, o.k., President Obama is close to saying, “Drill, baby, drill,” in Alaska's National Petroleum Reserve, but most of us know that no matter how much they drill today or this year, that is not going to make the price of gasoline go down.  
Get used to it.  

Getting used to $4 - $6 gallon gasoline will be the easy part.  The difficulty will be in how “getting used to it” can affect our affluent life style.  
Just to reflect on how the cost of gasoline will affect the cost of our groceries is a good beginning.  Most of our food comes to our local stores via a huge 18-wheeler truck, which gets about 5-8 miles per gallon. Bob Lindsay, a teacher and environmentalist, wrote an article several years ago about a cauliflower that he bought at a local grocery store.  He explains that, although this was an organic cauliflower, it had traveled 2,540 miles from the field where it had been grown in California to the grocery store where he purchased it.  “At each stage of its journey diesel, gasoline, or jet fuel was used to move it.  At each stage of its journey, electricity and refrigerants were needed to keep it cold.  Extra packaging was added to protect it en route.”
This seems like a great reason to buy from our local Farmers’ Markets.  Even better is to plant your own garden.  It’s not too late.  Today I planted more green beans in my garden.  We ate salad for dinner with greens from my greenhouse.

Don’t forget the huge corporate tractors that plow the fields that grow our food.  Some are air conditioned, with a radio/t.v. for creature comfort.  That adds to the cost of our food.  I use a little hand spade to help me plant my seeds and a three-pronged tool to weed my gardens.  They don’t burn gasoline.  They burn calories.  
Oh, and the grocery stores stack those cans of food that call to us from the grocery shelves.  Though no furnaces are used in the making of “tin” cans, it does take huge machinery to form the sheet metal into the shape of a can.  More energy.  I’ll teach you how to use glass jars to fill with fresh vegetables from your garden which you put into a big canner for processing.  Use the glass jars over and over and over.  By the way, those vegetables from your own gardens taste delicious prepared using good stainless steel cookware, very little water and salt and served with good homemade cornbread.  I’ll share my family-tested cornbread recipe!  
My left-thinking brain knows that even if we were to find some huge oil reserve under the Colorado mountains, that would NOT be a good thing.  It would be a bad thing.  Bad because we simply cannot continue to pump CO2 into the only atmosphere we have—the one we need to breathe—every breath we take for the rest our lives.  

So, what’s good?  What’s good would be a paradigm shift.  We would see our government begin now to subsidize wind turbines, to subsidize innovative ideas for creating new sources of energy, and to fund a program to put solar panels on every available building or parking lot.  The Congress would vote to eliminate tax breaks for multinational oil companies.  Let them eat cake.

 We’ll eat cornbread and fresh vegetables from our gardens.  
Sally Breen lives in Windham and wants a donkey, a goat and some bees to complement her little farm.  

