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Christmas Eve Candlelight Service   Allen Ave. UU Church, 2019 

8:30 

Chimes 

Prelude 

Prologue For So the Children Come, by Sophia Lyon Fahs 

For so the children come 

And so they have been coming. 
 

Always in the same way they come 

Born of the seed of man and woman. 
 

 

No angels herald their beginnings. 

No prophets predict their future courses. 
 

 

No wise men see a star to show where to find the babe that will 

save humankind. 
 

Yet each night a child is born is a holy night, 
 

Fathers and mothers- 

Sitting beside their children’s cribs 

Feel the glory in the sight of a new life beginning. 

 

They ask, Where and how will this new life end? 

Or will it ever end? 
 

Each night a child is born is a holy night- 

 Time for singing, 

A time for wondering, 

A time for worshipping. 
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Introit  Noel, Noel,Noel 

Welcome 

Welcome to our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. 

We welcome all, young and old, of all beliefs and disbeliefs. 

We come together this evening to celebrate the birth of a baby who 

has represented through the millenia, the birth of the light of love, and 

the deeper promise of peace. 

 

I invite you to note our emergency exits (indicate), and remind you to 

always be mindful when handling lighted candles not only of your own 

person and clothing, but of your neighbors’, those before you, behind 

you, and beside you.   

 

At this time I ask that you silent your electronic devices, that we all 

might enjoy the quiet and the magic of this holy night. 

.    

We begin by lighting our chalice. recalling to us, the promise of the 

eternal spirit of Life, of Love, of God.  This chalice will remain lit through 

the entire evening. 

Chalice Lighting 

Let the light of this chalice be for wonder 

Let the warmth of this chalice be for love 

Let the glow of this chalice fill our hearts 

That the world might know peace and grace tonight, 

And into the morrow.     Anita Farber-Robertson   
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Anthem: Noel, Noel, Noel 

Call to Worship, by Anita Farber-Robertson 

Come all ye faithful 

In this darkest of the nights. 

Come all ye faithful 

In the chilly season of the year, 

Come  

if your hearts are filled with love and cheer. 

Come  

if you ache with pain or fear. 

Come into this circle of hope and joy. 

Let the service heal and lift you. 

Let the promise of love rise within you. 

And may the blessings of peace surround you this night and 

forever more. 

*Carol: O Come All Ye Faithful 

O come, all ye faithful 

Joyful and triumphant 

O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem 

Come and behold Him 

Born the King of Angels! 

 

O come, let us adore Him 

O come, let us adore Him 

O come, let us adore Him 

Christ the Lord 

 



The Rev. Dr. Anita Farber-Robertson Allen Avenue Unitarian Universalist Church 12/24/19 8:30pm 4 

Lo, humble shepherds,  

hasting to his cradle,:”””””Christ the Lord 

Reading: The Christmas Story from the Gospel of Luke Part One 

Let us listen now to the traditional story about the birth of Jesus, as recorded in 

the gospel of Luke.       (Luke 2:1-20) 

 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 

world should be enrolled. 2This was the first enrollment, when Quirinius 

was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be enrolled. 
4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the 

city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 

house and family of David. 5He went to be enrolled with Mary, his 

betrothed, who was with child. 6While they were there, the time came 

for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 

wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no place for them in the inn.  

Please  rise now in body or spirit and join in singing 

Carol: O Little Town of Bethlehem,  see insert 

O little town of Bethlehem 

How still we see thee lie 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

The silent stars go by 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

The everlasting Light 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

Are met in thee tonight 

II 

For Christ is born of Mary 

And gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 

Their watch of wondering love 

O morning stars together 
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Proclaim the holy birth 

Let praises ring: from God they bring 

Goodwill to all on earth 

III 

How silently, how silently 

The wonder is made known, 

When God imparts to human hearts 

The gift that is our own. 

No ear may hear that coming, 

But in this worldly din, 

When souls are truly humble, 

The dear babe rests within   

 

Reading: The Christmas Story from the Gospel of Luke Part Two 

8 In that region there were shepherds out in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

filled with fear. 10But the angel said to them, ‘Be not afraid; for 

behold—I bring you good news of great joy which will come to all the 

people: 11 for to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 

Christ, the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a babe 

wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.’ 13And suddenly 

there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 

and saying, 14‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 

those of good will!’  

 

15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go over to Bethlehem and see 

this thing that has taken place, which God has made known to us.’ 16So 
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they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in 

the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been 

told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what 

the shepherds told them. 19But Mary kept all these things, pondering 

them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  

Please  rise now in body or spirit and join in singing 

Carol: Angels we Have Heard on High, see insert 

Angels we have heard on high 

Sweetly singing o'er the plains 

And the mountains in reply 

Echoing their joyous strains 

 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 

Which inspire your heavenly song? 

 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo 

 

See him in a manger laid 

Whom the angels praise above; 

Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 

While we raise our hearts in love. 

 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo 
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And so the story has come to us, through the ages,  

about the great mystery that appeared among us where we 

least expected it, among lowly people, in an out of the way 

place, to bring light and hope to the world. 

 

Lighting of the Jesus Candle 

The center candle on our table is the symbol for Jesus.   

(white pillar candle in center back of table) 

The Eternal light of love shone brightly in the life of Jesus, and 

inspired the gospel of love.  Teagan Moon will pass the light 

from the chalice of light and love to the Jesus candle.   

Solo: Finn Dierks-Brown (4 excepts from Handel’s Messiah) 

Readings: The Teachings of Jesus  Gospel excerpt from Matthew, Trudy and Jon McNulty  

Minister:  We celebrate the birth of Jesus because he was one of the 

greatest teachers and prophets in history.  We have many different 

beliefs about Jesus, but we honor the wisdom and power of his 

teachings.  Let us now listen to one of his teachings:   (sit) 

 

Reader 1:   

I was hungry and you gave me food; I was thirsty and you gave me 

drink;  

I was a stranger and you welcomed me; I was naked and you clothed 

me; 

I was sick and you took care of me; I was in prison and you visited me. 



The Rev. Dr. Anita Farber-Robertson Allen Avenue Unitarian Universalist Church 12/24/19 8:30pm 8 

Truly I say to you,  

just as you did it to one of the least of my brothers and sisters,  

so you did it to me. [25: 35-36, 40] 

 

Reader 2:  

Now we take the light of the Jesus candle, and pass it to two candles 

representing the followers of Jesus.  There were women and men who 

heard the message of Jesus and it changed their lives.  They told others 

and lived the way of love.  Down through the centuries, in the midst of 

war and strife, there were always some people who carried the light of 

love and peace into their world.  And so by their witness it eventually 

came down to us.   

The two readers now light the taper candles on the altar, from the Jesus 

candle. 

 

Let us rise now in body or spirit and join in singing 

 

Lighting of the Candles of Love 

Carol: Joy to the World 

Joy to the world! The Word is come: let earth with praises ring. 

Let every heart prepare a room, and heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and heaven and nature sing. 

 

Joy to the earth! Now gladness reigns: let hearts their songs employ, 

While field and floods, rocks, hills and plains, 

repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground. 

Let righteousness, its glories show as far as love is found,  

as far as love is found, as far as far as love is found.  
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Offertory 

The meaning of Christmas  

is expressed through love and generosity.   

Our offering tonight will support the work of this church,  

in nurturing community, spiritual growth, and action for justice.   

One third of this offering will go toward the minister’s 

discretionary fund, which is used all year long to help families in 

need  

in our own community.   

I thank you for your generosity to our brothers and sisters in 

need. 

At this time, the evening collection will be taken. 

 

Christmas Message:  the Rev. Dr. Anita Farber-Robertson 

 

Rev. Ann Fields, Minister of Religious Education, was my friend and 

mentor as a Director of Religious Education, many years ago.  One year 

she told this true story about a Sunday School and the little boy named 

Robbie who was developmentally delayed. 

 

The decision was made to have a Christmas pageant that year and tell 

the Christmas story as part of the worship service, like we did here 

tonight (at the early service). But in this pageant, the children would 
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have parts and lines to say all assigned ahead of time so they could 

practice. 

 

 When the parents were planning the program, they thought that they had 

better not give Robbie a part, because he would not be likely to really 

understand it, or carry it through, and they didn’t want the pageant 

ruined. 

 

When the children heard this, they were very upset. Robbie had always 

been included in everything they’d done as a church school.   

 

So, the parents decided to include Robbie, and gave him the part of the 

innkeeper.  His part was to stand behind the  door, and when Mary and 

Joseph came knocking, he was to open it up, look at them and say, “No, 

there is no room for you here at the inn.” and slam the door. 

 

Robbie took this part very seriously. He practiced and practiced for 

weeks, saying his line and slamming doors all around the house.   He 

had it down.  They had rehearsals, and Robbie knew his part and his 

lines.  Open the door.  Look at the couple and say “No, there is no room 

for you here at the inn,” and slam the door. 

 

The night of the pageant came.  Everyone was excited, including 
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Robbie.  They had worked hard for this day. 

 

The pageant went on.  The couple came trudging, tired and worn, Mary 

with her huge belly, and with sad and pleading faces, they stood and 

knocked on the door.  Robbie opened the door, looked into their tired 

eyes and said loudly and clearly, “No.  There is no room for you here at 

the inn,” and slammed the door.  Slowly the weary couple turned and 

began to walk away.  The door creaked open.  Robbie’s face peered 

out.   

“Wait,” he said.  “You can sleep in my room.” 

 

Some people thought the pageant was ruined.  But for some, their hearts 

broke open.  As Robbie’s did, and as the birth we celebrate was meant to 

do. 

I wonder if it is not we who are developmentally delayed, we who still 

do not know that the right response when need knocks at our door, is to 

find the way to make enough out of what seemed less. 

 

The needful couple, alone and afraid, walk the streets still.  The baby 

born into a world that does not know how to cherish its arrival, calls out 

in every town and city.  The powerful who stalk the vulnerable, as they 

once stalked the holy family, walk our halls of power, still. 
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And they have not been able to quiet the haunting judgment and piercing 

beauty of the promise born in Jesus that desolate morn.  The message 

breaks our hearts and we are called to love and light again. 

For… 

Each night a child is born is a holy night- 

 A time for singing, 

A time for wondering, 

A time for worshipping.1 
Amen. 

Anthem: Bethlehem Carol 

Congregational Spreading of the Light 

SPREADING OF THE LIGHT 

 Introduction: 

And so now we come to the special part of the ceremony when the 

light of love will be passed to all of us, that we might pass that spirit of 

love into our own times.   

 

In a moment we will form a circle [two circles] all around the sanctuary.  

Then our candle bearers will light their tapers from the candles on the 

altar, and light the candles of individuals at various points around the 

circle.  The light is then passed from one person to the next, until the 

entire sanctuary is filled with candle light. 

 

I want to remind us how to light our candles in the safest way.  The 

person who has the lit candle holds it upright.  The person whose 

candle is unlit holds it sideways over the other’s flame to light it.  Lit 

                                                           
1 Sophia Lyon Fahs 



The Rev. Dr. Anita Farber-Robertson Allen Avenue Unitarian Universalist Church 12/24/19 8:30pm 13 

candles are always held upright and not tilted over.  So, children, if you 

see a grown up not holding their candle upright, remind them.  Adults, 

if you are with a young child who is lighting their candle, you might 

choose to forgo lighting yours, so that you might supervise your young 

one. 

 

After all of our candles are lit, we will sing Silent Night.   Please  keep 

your candles lit for our words of blessing. 

 

I invite you now to bring your candles and orders of service, and gather 

in a large circle around the outside of the sanctuary, [and down the 

center aisles].  Those who are spreading the light may come forward.  

Once everyone is in place, we will turn down the lights, and start 

passing the light around. 

 

People move into circle.  Keep the lights on until everyone is in place. 

Then--Turn out lights  (Helpers-usher & Dale ) 

In silence, the candle bearers bring the light to the circle. 

Carol:   Silent Night  

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and child, holy infant so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 

Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia,” 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
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Silent night, holy night, child of God, love’s pure light, 

Radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,  

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

When the song is done, the minister returns to the center holding her own candle.  

Minister:   

I invite you to look around you.  See the beauty in each face and the 

beauty of all of us together.  We can be the light of the world.  

 

When the song of angels is stilled, 

 When the star in the sky is gone, 

 When the kings and princes are home, 

 When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

 

 The work of Christmas begins 

 to find the lost, 

 to heal the broken, 

 to feed the hungry, 

 to release the prisoner, to rebuild the nations, 

 to bring peace among the sisters and brothers, 

 to make music in the heart." 
         -    Howard Thurman 

 

Benediction 

We extinguish our candles but not the light of love that has been 

kindled here tonight.  
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Go now in peace, in love, and with fresh courage.  Amen. 

(pause) 

As you leave, please place your candle in the containers at the door.   

Have a blessed and joyful holiday!   

(pause) 

(lights of the church should be turned back on dimly) 

(soft music silent night) 

 (Greet people at the door) 

We at Allen Avenue Unitarian Universalist Church wish you a most  

Merry Christmas 

    
For Spreading of the Light 

The congregation is asked to proceed out of your seats and into a circle around the perimeter of the 

sanctuary. When you are in place, following the reading, the candle bearers will begin the spreading of 
the light. 

ALWAYS Hold the LIT CANDLE UPRIGHT.  Tilt the unlit candle into the lit candle to spread the 

light.  

 

 


	Lighting of the Jesus Candle
	The two readers now light the taper candles on the altar, from the Jesus candle.

